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Quotes in this text guide were taken from the 1999 Bloomsbury Publishing edition. Page numbers may vary
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AUTHOR NOTES

About the Author

Tobias Jonathan Wolff was born on the 19th of June, 1945 in Birming labama to Rosemary Loftus and
Boy’s Life. After a troubled childhood and adolescence, Wol
he became an advisor for the South Vietnamese military.

attended Oxford University where he graduated with figs
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GENRE

Memoir

Wolff’s account of growing up in post-war America is a memoir. Whilst similar to an autobiography, a memoir
differs in that it is a detailed account of a specific aspect of a person’s life. In Wolff’s case, the narrative

chronicles his years on the road with his mother and the circumstances tha to them to living in Chinook

with his aggressive step-father. Wolff’s recreation of the events of the in his memoir gives readers an

insight into his motivations as a troubled teenager.

The main characteristics of a memoir that can be found in This Life include:

Relevant Themes

Sincerity
As a great storytell re tone. His ability to admit, in hindsight, that he
constant i henticity to his words.
Reflecti
The ability t crucial to a memoir. Not only is the ability to give a detailed description of
the past important, but as ff demonstrates, there must be a sense of self-reflection on one’s actions and

motivations.



